
PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, JUNE 10,2019

6:00 P.M.

Roll Call Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis McDonough; Irv Firman, Esq.,
Solicitor; Tom Bonidie, Code Enforcement Officer; Gary Wargo,
Code Enforcement Officer; Aaron Laughlin, Director of Public
Works; and Dan Deiseroth, Township Engineer.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.

Testimony

Owner(s):
Mario Sergio Bonani

Location;
2824 Sebolt Road
South Park, PA 15129
Lot/Block No. 1009-E-87

Mr. Bonidie - Mr. Bonidie stated that his testimony is on four
parcels, which are all scheduled for public hearings this evening.
Mr. Bonidie stated that 4/25/2019, Certified Notices of
Enforcement and First Class Mail was sent for nuisance property
violations, which include: vacant, dilapidated structures, high
grass/weeds, storage of commercial equipment, and unused
vehicles. On 5/3-5/18/2019, Certified Notices of Enforcements for
2824 Sebolt Road, 2820 Sebolt Road, and 0 Kathy Street were all
returned "unclaimed." First Class Mail sent to Post Office Box
189, for 2820 Sebolt Road and 0 Kathy Street were also returned
"unclaimed." First Class Mail sent to 2820 Sebolt Road and 2828
Sebolt Road were also returned as "undeliverable." Certified and
First Class Mail sent for 2828 Sebolt Road, Lot/Block No. 1009-E-
85, was delivered and signed by Fay Thompson, daughter of
Joseph Austin, on 4/29/2019. On 5/13/2019, the Board of
Supervisors scheduled Public Nuisance Hearings to be held on
Monday, June 10, 2019, at 6:00 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and
6:45 p.m. On 5/15/2019, a Legal Notice was sent to the Post-
Gazette to be advertised in the 5/31/2019 South Edition. On
5/20/2019, Certified and First Class Mail was sent to all owners
informing them of the public hearings. No mail has been signed or



returned by the Post Office. On 5/24/2019, 24 letters were sent to
property owners located in a 200 foot radius of the said subject
properties, notifying them of the public hearings. On 5/31/2019,
site inspections and pictures were taken of all properties. On
5/3/2019, notification of the public hearings were posted on the
properties and the Administration Building lobby. On 6/6/2019,
additional pictures were taken of the dilapidated structures at 2820
Sebolt Road and 2828 Sebolt Road, which currently have no gas or
electric service. A dilapidated, unpermitted fence was viewed on 0
Kathy Street. There are unused vehicles and debris, as well as a
landscaping business being operated out of 2828 Sebolt Road,
2820 Sebolt Road and 2824 Sebolt Road, which is considered an
unpermitted use in an R-3 Single Family Zoning District.
Abandoned equipment on 0 Kathy Street was also noticed. Mr.
Bonidie submitted for evidence a current zoning map of the
neighborhood as Exhibit A, indicating where the subject properties
are located in an R-3 Zoning District. He also submitted into
evidence a business card which was provided by Mr. Bonani on
1/31/2019 to the Township, proving he is operating a landscaping
business from said property.

Mario Bonani, 2824 Sebolt Road - Mr. Bonani stated that his
family owns 2824 Sebolt Road, 2820 Sebolt Road and
"inaudible. " Mr. Firman clarified that this particular hearing is
only relevant to 2824 Sebolt Road. He explained that the business
card given to Mr. Prokopovitch was for a business that has been
closed for over two years. The purpose of the business was to cut
and maintain the Levitske properties. He added that his Uncle Joe
Levitske started the business approximately 10 years ago. The
Sebolt Cafe property is where the business was located, and it is
zoned commercial, according to the deed that he possesses. None
of the equipment on the properties is over 40 horse power, which is
the code enforcement law. All of the vehicles are inspected,
registered, and insured in the state of Ohio, West Virginia, and
Pennsylvania. Mr. Buchewicz inquired about the equipment, and
Mr. Bonani replied that there is a small Bobcat that is 36" wide,
and the trucks are all legitimate. Mr. Buchewicz asked why the
property is in shambles, and Mr. Bonani agreed that it is in
shambles. He added that the plow truck and the blue truck are kept
on the one side, and the Trailblazer is used infrequently. The plow
truck, which currently has a flat tire, has not been used since
winter. Mr. Snee asked when he will have the property cleaned up,
and Mr. Bonani questioned how they would like it to be cleaned
up. Mr. Snee mentioned a blue tarp on the garage, and Mr. Bonani
explained that children have broken the windows; the tarp is
temporary until the windows are replaced. Mr. Bonani stated that
he does not have the money to install new siding on the structure.
He stated that he can have the vehicles moved and cleaned up in



two weeks. Mr. Buchewicz informed Mr. Bonani that his property
is zoned R-3, not Commercial. Mr. Wargo explained that when the
Township adopted the Comprehensive Plan in 1996, they changed
the zoning in that neighborhood from C-4 Commercial to R-3
Residential. Mr. Wargo commented that he does not remember the
Sebolt Cafe, and Chief McDonough stated that he believes it
closed in the mid to late 80's. Mr. Wargo stated that the property
is no longer grandfathered Commercial because it has been vacant
for over 18 months. Mr. Firman stated that once the use has been
abandoned for that period of time, all rights of a non-conforming
use, as a matter of law, no longer exist. Mr. Bonani inquired about
his liquor license that he pays for every other year, and Mr. Firman
replied that liquor licenses are transferable. Mr. Bonani asked if
his taxes should decrease since he can no longer use his property
for commercial purposes, and Mr. Firman replied that taxes are
handled by the County Board of Property Assessment where he
can file an appeal. Mr. Buchewicz asked when he will remove his
equipment, and Mr. Bonani replied that all of his vehicles are
inspected and are parked either on pavement or gravel. Mr.
Sackinsky commented that the Bobcat is a commercial vehicle and
must be removed. Mr. Bonani asked if he can park the Bobcat in
the garage. Mr. Wargo inquired as to the horse power, and Mr.
Bonani replied that it is a 20 horse power engine. Mr. Wargo
stated that he would be permitted to keep it in the garage. Mr.
Wargo explained the issue stating that Mr. Bonani has expanded
operations on the properties with some type of commercial
operation in a residential neighborhood. The property has trucks
and snow plows and other equipment. He hands out business
cards, and the place is a mess. Mr. Bonani explained that the
business card he gave to Mr. Prokopovitch was for his contact
information only. Mr. Bonani stated that since Joe Levitske passed
away, he has not been running any business on the property. Mr.
Buchewicz inquired as to why he is keeping the equipment on the
property, and Mr. Bonani replied that he has been trying to sell
them. One of the vehicles is still in Joe Leviske's name, and he is
trying to obtain the West Virginia title to be put in his name, so
that it can be removed. Mr. Buchewicz asked when he will have
the equipment sold and removed, and Mr. Bonani replied that he
does not have an answer. Mr. Snee suggested that the Board will
give Mr. Bonani 30 days to start cleaning up the property, and at
the next Board meeting he can give an update of corrective
measures. Mr. Buchewicz requested that Mr. Bonani make an
appointment with Mr. Bonidie and Mr. Wargo to determine how to
bring the property into code compliance. Mr. Bonani commented
that he prefers not to deal with Mr. Wargo. Mr. Sackinsky stated
that there are excessive weeds and grass on the property. Mrs.
Fosbaugh asked if Mr. Bonani intends on operating any kind



Close Public
Hearing

Adjournment

business from any of the parcels that are scheduled for public
hearings this evening, and Mr. Bonani replied that he does not.

Rick Hoffman, 2816 Sebolt Road - Mr. Hoffman stated that he
and his son, Jared, own 2816 Sebolt Road which is adjacent to the
property. He has kept his property maintained, but Mr. Bonani is
not a very good caretaker to his property. He would like to see the
property cleaned up.

Jack Opel, 3024 Sebolt Road - Mr. Opel stated that the property
is an eyesore on the street, and he would like to see the property
maintained.

Victoria Beyer, 2035 Kathy Street - Ms. Beyer stated that she
and her husband have lived here 30 years, and they are not in good
terms with Mr. Bonani. She commented that Mr. Bonani has a
large pile of wood which is a fire hazard, and the property overall
is an eyesore.

Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she has prepared a
written report, which comments on the various properties under the
control and ownership of Mr. Bonani, that she would like entered
into the record.

Chief McDonough - Chief McDonough stated that he inspected
the properties on three occasions and found the same violations
that were reported by the Code Enforcement Officer.

Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky commented that taxes have not
been paid on the subject property for 2018 and 2019.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:31 p.m.


